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Part one; Reading comprehension , :
Directions: Read the following passages and the items related to each carefully. Then, select the one response
-,4a, b, c or d, that best suits each question. Base your answers on the information given in the passages only.

Passage one:

Scientists have discovered that using a non-invasive method called Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation (TMS) to
apply a magnetic field to the right Temporo-Parietal Junction (TPJ) of the brain can alter people's moral judgment
by interfering with brain activity. Researchers created weak electric currents that stop brain cells adjacent to TPJ
from firing normally for a while, thereby impairing the subjects' ability to make moral judgments that involve an
understanding of other people's intentions.

As people are normally xery confident and consistent in making moral judgments, it is astonishing to learn that
their ability to do so can be altered by magnets. When we make moral judgments about other people, we often need
to infer their intentions, which is exactly how TPJ functions by gathering the required information from other areas.
This ability has been termed "theory of mind", that is the ability to attribute mental states such as beliefs, intentions,
and other qualities to oneself and others. In making judgments, we also assess things like people's previous record,
and what constraints they might be under. We are also guided by our own ideas about Joyalty, fairness and
integrity. In other words, mora! judgment is not a single process, but a mixture of "competing and conflicting"
judgments, all of which get jumbled into what we call moral judgment”.

121} In the reported study, electric currents targeted the brain cells ......... the TPJ.

a. located at the center of

b. located at the cuter layers of

¢. far away from
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122) According to the writer, the results of the present research are unexpected due to the following
characteristics of judgments on morality:

a. doubt and fairness

b. constancy and suspicion

c. fairness and integrity

d. assurance and steadiness

123) According to the passage, moral judgmentisa ......... phenomenon.
a. multifaceted

b. unitary

¢. multipurpose

d. unilateral

124) The reported study's method was meant to ......... .

a. prevent brain cells around TPJ from functioning correctly

b. prevent TPJ from processing the information received from other parts of the brain
¢. change some of the information that would help TPJ in making judgments

d. finding out what specific arcas of the brain are involved in moral judgment

125) "Theory of mind" is based on .......... .
a, the magnetic fields of the earth

b. straightforward conclusions

c. consistent expectations

d. complex inferences

Passage two:

Snoring is a sound resulting from turbulent airflow that causes tissues to vibrate during sleep. Any person can
snore. Studies estimate that 45% of men and 30% of women snore on a regular basis. Frequently, people who do
not regularly snore will report snoring-after viral illness, after drinking alcohol, or when taking some medications.
People who snore can have any body type. We frequently think of a large man with a thick neck as a snorer,
However, a thin woman with a small neck can snore just as loudly. In general, as people get older and as they gain
weight, snoring will worsen.

While we are breathing, air flows in and out in a steady stream from our nose or mouth to our lungs. There are
relatively few sounds when we are sitting and breathing quietly. When we exercise, the air moves more quickly and
produces some sounds as we breathe. This happens because air is moving in and out of the nose and mouth more

-quickly and this'results in more turbulence to the airflow and some vibration of the tissues in the nose and mouth.

When we are asleep, the area at the back of the throat sometimes narrows, The same amount of air passing through
this smaller opening can cause the tissues surrounding the opening to vibrate, which in turn can cause the sounds of
snoring. Different people who snore have different reasons for the narrowing. The narrowing can be in the nose,
mouth, or throat,

126) The first paragraph ........... regular and occasional snorers.
a. prescribes some medications for

b. makes a distinction between

¢. presents a preventive measure taken by

d. denies the presence of

127) Strong current of air and vibration of mouth and nasal tissues ........... snoring.
a. are able to block

b. are caused by

¢. can account for

d. can overshadow
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128) While breathing, a snore-free person probably benefits from a .......... current of air.
a. steady ‘

b. very turbulent

¢. speedy

d. highly vibrant

129) When narrowed, the area at the back of the throat would ...........
a. effectively block snoring

b. prevent vibration

¢. initiate snoring

d. facilitate breathing

130) A key difference between a snorer and one who does not snore lies in the .......... at the back of their
throat.

a. amount of air

b. size of the opening

c. type of tissues

d. speed of air

Passage three:

In a critical thinking course, it is very common that students are taight to apply a set of fundamental principles of
logic and to avoid falling into the traps of a number of fallacious or biased patterns of thinking. A commeon
phenomenon is that the complexity involved in putting logical reasoning info practice has often been neglected and
students often find it difficult to apply the fundamental principles in their academic work and daily lives. If teachers
had a better understanding of the adaptive character of human reasoning, they would appreciate that students'
logical reasoning also has to be trained in a domain-specific or context-sensitive way.

In other words, we should remind ourselves that the ability to-reason needs to be developed and that it takes time
for students to master this ability; merely learning the abstract principles has only a limited effect in improving the
students' ability to deal with thinking problems in different contexts. Another common shortfall in the teaching of
critical thinking is that after learning how te identity fallacies and biases in human reasoning in a critical thinking
course, many students have a tendency to overgeneralize and mechanically apply what they have leamed. As we
have discussed, while many non-logical patterns of reasoning are adaptive strategies, errors occur when they are
applied beyond the ranges of their applicability. From this, we can see that what is needed is not some extra
abstract principles. Instead, we should accept the fact that people have to make judgments from time to time and a
good thinker is a person who makes appropriate judgments in particular circumstances.

131) Critical thinking is suggested to be .......... .
a. context-bound and domain-specific

b. too complicated to use in daily life

¢, putting logical reasening into practice

d. the general application of principles of logic

132) The manner of presenting material in the mentioned courses is one reason for the students’ failure

------------

b. in appreciating logical reasoning
¢.-in learning the abstract principles
d. touse critical thinking in academic work
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133) One of the common problems with the students who pass the current courses seems to be .......... :

a. superficial understanding of the principles

b. generalizing the principles they have learned

¢. realizing fallacies and biased patterns of thinking

d. mechanical application of non-logical patterns of reasoning

134} Critical thinking involves forms of reasoning which are often ........... in response to particular
problems in human life.

a. homogeneous

b. hasty judgments

¢. likely to misapply

d. adaptive strategies

135) The focus of this passageis .......... of critical thinking.
a. homogeneity

b. academic courses

¢. adaptive character

d. overgeneralizabiliy

Passage four:

A few years ago, a young mother watched her husband diaper their firstborn son. "You don't have to be so grim
about it", she protested. "You can talk to him and smile a little.” The father, who happened to be a psychologist,
answered firmly, "He has nothing to say to me, and | have nothing to say to him."

Psychologists now know how wrong that father was. From the moment of birth, a baby has a great deal to say to his
parents, and they to him. But a decade or so ago, these experts were describing the newborn as a primitive creature
who reacted only by reflex, a helpless victim of its enviroiment without capacity to influence it. And mothers
accepted the gospel. Most thought {and some still do) that a new infant could see only blurry shadows, that his
other senses were undeveloped, and that all he required was nourishment, clean diapers, and a warm bassinet.

136) According to this reading selection, the father .|........ .

a. had a misunderstanding of the infant's capacities

b. was angry with his wife because she ordered him to diaper the baby
¢. thought that diapering the baby was something unnecessary

d. disliked having a newborn baby

137) The gospel accepted by mothers was that ...........
a. psychologists were wrong about newborns

b. it was their duty to take care of the newborns

c. they had to follow what psychologists had found

d. the newborn was a helpless victim

138) The newborn is now considered to bea .......... creature,
a. responsive

b. primitive

c. mentally handicapped

d. physically disabled

139) 1t is stated in this reading selection that .......... .

a. some mothers are still wrong about the newborn

b. the newborns of today are cleverer than their past counterparts

¢. unlike parents, psychologists have always appreciated the newborns' potentials
d. parents' roles have drastically changed concerning the care of the newborn
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140) The main idea of this paragraph is that .......... .

a. the newborns are smarter than they used to be

b. parents must behave more tenderly toward their newborns

c. mothers are more sympathetic than fathers toward their newborns
d. our attitude toward the newborns needs to be changed further

Passage five:

Narcissistic Personality Disorder (NPD) is a mental disorder in which people have an inflated sense of their own
importance and a deep need for admiration. Those with narcissistic personality disorder believe that they're
superior to others and have little regard for other people's feelings. NPD is defined more specifically as a pattern of
grandiosity (exaggerated claims to talents, importance, or specialness) in the patient's private fattasies or outward
behavior, a need for constant admiration from others and a lack of erapathy for others. But behind this mask of
ultra-confidence lies a fragile self-esteem, vulnerable to the slightest criticism.

Narcissistic personality disorder is one of several types of personality disorders. Personality disorders are
conditions in which people have traits that cause them to feel and behave in socially distressing ways, limiting their
abitity to function in relationships and in other areas of their life, such as work or school. One important aspect of
NPD that should be noted is that it does not prevent people from ocecupying, ‘as well as aspiring to, positions of
power, wealth, and prestige. Many people with NPD are sufficiently talented to secure the credentials of success. In
addition, narcissists' preoccupation with a well-packaged extertor means that they often develop an attractive and
persuasive social manner.

141) The two characteristics mentioned in the first senfence are .......... .
a. key features of Narcissistic Personality Disorder

b. needed for an understanding of other mental disorders §

c. issues suppressed by those having a sense of specialness |

d. the reasons why such people are deeply admired

142) The pattern of grandiosity deals with the patient's .......... .
a. high social status '

b. genuine talents

¢. inflated sense of importance

d. respect for other people’s feelings

143) The person suffering from NPD is shown to ............
a. be reluctant to work or go to school

b. have a high confidence in life

c. enjoy a fantastic private life

d. have low self-esteem in reality

144) Many people with NPD .......... .

a. are eager to suppress their true potentials
b. have the potential to succeed in Jife

¢. encourage persuasive social behavior

d. lack a sense of inspiration

145) People suffering from NPD .......... .

a. are deeply obsessed with an attractive outward behavior
b. fail to meet their need for social power

¢. guarantee secured personal behavior

d. are quite tolerant of criticism
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Part two: Vocabulary
Directions: Read the following statements, then select the one response - a, b, ¢, or d, that best completes
each one.

146) Despite progress towards understanding the molecular mechanisms that .......... microbial .
pathogensis, much remains to be learned about the bacterial effector proteins that are central to
this process.

a. presume b. underlje ¢. evade d. contain

147) Experts are looking for ways to .......... the spread of air pollution as a serious health hazard.
a. augment b. accelerate c. curb d. extend

148) Nowadays in some countries, women ......... .. a large part of the werkforce.

a. constitute b. compromise C. suppress d. convey

149) As the results of the experiments are still ......... , the researchers are hesitant about the mass
production of the new drug.

a. tentative b. conclusive ¢. comprehensive d. invasive

150) Cancer harms the body when damaged cells divide uncontrollably to form .......... or masses
of tissue called tumors. -

a. flocks b. herds ¢. lumps d. swarms

151) Most people .......... their dinner with a dessert to help digestion.

a. round off b. end up ¢. size up d. give off

152) Meeting hospitable people all over the country and in all situations, one may conclude that

hospitality forms a(n) .......... part of the Iranian culture.

a. integral b. sporadic c. transitory d. intrusive

153) Despite their great efforts, women have not yet .......... full equality with men in the
workplace.

a. reimbursed b. postponed c. achieved d. altered

154) Nutritionists are concerned with such factors as physical, social, and emotional problems,
which may .......... the appetite in the elderly.

a. interfere with b. refrain from c. result in d. compensate for
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155) Many people could not afford paying for the hospita! expenses; therefore, the government
decided to .......... cost-cutting measures in most hospitals.

=

a. withdraw b. implement c. retrieve d. threaten

156) The human eye is capable of .......... thousands of insignificant details.

a. perceiving b. penetrating c. invading d. overlapping

157) Education about treatment and health has shown to be useful for patients as it can .........
them to stick to their treatment plan.

a. motivate b. hinder c. aggravate d. dissuade

158) Many doctors prefer not to prescribe the new vaccine as it .......... arhigh fever and rash.

a. triggers b. delivers c. degrades d. suppresses

159) What is needed in our center is .......... workers; they should know how to deal with people

and make the right choice.

a. incredible b. tactful c. affluent d. impatient

160) When most of what is taught in classroom settmgs - S to the students' needs, it is natural
that they tend to be less attentive.

a, invaluable b. irrelevant ¢. pertinent d. responsive
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